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If the Expedient you have propofed, that the Tax upon the uncultivated Lands may not fall vpon any

other Part of the Owner’s Eftate, would fucceed, it would be 2 moft excellent one ; as we thould then have
all the Land taken up in the Province, cultjivated and improved ; but you muft fee, that if your Expedient
would not have that Effe&®, our Obje&tion would not be anfwered, becaufe, though the Property might be
changed, fill the Proprietor would be liable to the Hardfhip we mentioned.
" What you have faid of the Tenant’s Power to retain has been already oblerved upen. The QOath ap-
pointed to be taken by the Clerk of the Commiffioners of the Loan Office, had it been confined to his
own Condu&, we fhould not have objefted to : It appears to us, that by the Oath, as it now ftands, he is to
fwear for the Commiflioners. Whether there was the fame Impropriety in the Oath prefcribed by the
40,000 /. A&, or whether it has been o;caﬁoned by the Variation you have made, is immaterial; if itis
wrong, it ought to be altered. .

We can't think it juft and right to make Sureties, for the faithful Performance of ons Duty, liable, with-
out their Confent, for any Breach of a new Engagement. .

We mult confefs, we can’t difcover that Refemblance between your Bill and any of the Land-Tax A&,
you feem to think, with refpeé to the Affeflors ; and that the unlimited Power, ot only of Judging, but
even Guefling, which you have vefted them with (we think) might be attended with much Inconven.ence.

Your Remark upon our Obje®ion to that Part of the Bill, by which all the Plate and Ready Money in'every
Perfon's Poflcflion, is to be difcovered to all the Inhabitants of the County wherein fuch Perfon may refide,
would have been prevented, if you had not thought proper to fplit it for the Conveniency of framing your-
Aniwer, .

Our Objeftion was, that few prudent Men would chufe to publith to all the Inhabitants of the Counties
they live in, or even to their Domeftic Sérvants, all their Plate and Ready Money, as i might be too great
an Encouragement to Rapine. , S '

You Remark upon this, that Ready Money laying at Hazard, fhould be put into Circulation.

« If there be Quantities of Plate, fo hidden from the World, by any Perfon, that even his Domeftics are
« unacquainted with it, it is become an ufelefs Treafure, and it is Time it fhould fome Way be rendered
« ufeful to the Community, though the Owner may npt chufe to ufe it himfelf,”

We don’t fuppofe you mean, that it woald be better to bave Reddy Money, or Plate Stolen, than that the
Owner fhould do what he pleafes with it; but we can’t conceive why a Difcovery made by your Bill might
not be as dangerous as by any other Method ; however, you'll be pleafed to obferve, that we did not fpeak of
Quantities of Plate hidden from Domeftics, whatever you have been pleafed to make us foy.

As you have intimated to us, that the Military Parts of the Bill may probably be amended to our Satif-
fa&tion, if we don’t think our Objeftions have been obviated by your Anfwers, it will be {ufficient, on
this Head, to obferve to you, that your Anfwers are very Unfatisfaltory. '

We are well pleafed to find, ‘that unneceffary Obftructions to the Paflage of the Journals of Accounts will
not, for the future, be thrown in; and that you are now coavinced, they can’t promote the Interelt of your
Conftituents. ‘ T

Your Hint, that you expe&t the Aflembly will fet by the laft of Seprember, would have been more proper
to the Governor, who igthe only Judge of that Matter. We believe we may fay, that if an Affembly at
that Time fhall appear @ his Exceliency to be neceffary it will then fit; but if not, he will not be in-
clined to add to the Public Debt. :

" As to the Tax upon Lord Baltimore’s Eftate, in the Manner you would impofe it, it does not appear to
us to be fo certainly juft and reafonable as you feem to think. . -
Il his Real Eftate, except his Quit Rents, we have agreed fhall be Taxed ; but the Quit-Rents we think
are upon a very different Footing from the reft of his Eftate, and that his Lordfhip would have good Reafons
to obje& to any Impofition upon them ; and we fhall only add to what we faid in our former Meflage, that
whatever Probability you may think there is of the Quit-Rents of the Proprietary of Pewnfjivania being
Taxed, from the Intelligence you may have received, we are unacquainted with it, and that it can't at
prefent have much Weight with us. : ‘

The Quit-Rents referved in the old Grants, whether there was any Purchafe-Money paid or not {in many
Inftances you know nothing was paid) was, we prefume, thought to be as much as the Proprietzry deemed
it prudent to demand of his Tenants, who had many Difficuluies to ftruggle with, and wopld be put two &
great Expence in Supporting the Government, and Defending the Province. But, can it be ferioufly con-
tended, that after the Province was well fettled, and Lands grew valuable, he could not, with Juflice, alier
the Terms of his future Grants, in Proportion to thegr Increate of Value? Had his Lordlhip auempred to
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